Although most aspects of thoracic surgery are well covered,it would have been helpful to have a separate chapter on postoperative management, an important aspect of thoracic surgery. Another minor criticism is that some of the more recent advances are not included: for example, there is no mention of gastric hormones in the control of the lower oesophageal sphincter, and Friedlander's bacillus is now called Klebsiella aerogene. Nevertheless, the book can be confidently recommended as an excellent introduction to the subject of thoracic surgery for FRCS candidates and for those entering the specialty. R E LEA Consultant Thoracic Surgeon Southampton General Hospital Herein the multiple-choice enthusiast will find in 232pages, 232 questions to tease the brain. Encouraged by the fact that physicians 'with particular skills in managing the elderly will scoreover"10" consistently', I set off to work my way through. I was pleased to see that I was not too bad, although I must admit I did not check all the answers, nor do all the questions.
Candidates for the Diploma in Geriatric Medicine could be well advised to use this book to see if their knowledge is sufficient. I would, however, add that when a response is wrong, they should expand their knowledge by reading the basis of the correct answer in a major book. This idea is excellent, but sad with it. The comfortable assumption is that 'the dehumanization of modern medicine and medical education' can be countered by applications of literature rather than by preventing that damage. A medical student read history for one of her three years here. When she was interviewed for another clinical school, this 'waste of time' diminished her chances of acceptance! Why don't we (perhaps by a massive injection of general practitioners into the student selection process)choose more 'humane' doctors? At present, we rehabilitate them with doses of 'the humanities' when they find that the feel, taste and smell of suffering was revealed neither by textbooks nor, often, by clinical teaching. D G WILSON Retired General Practitioner and Past Regional Adviser in General Practice
The Law and Vulnerable Elderly People S Greengross pp 144 £6.50 inc p&p (£7.50 overseas) ISBN 0-86242-050-4 Mitcham: Age Concern 1986 Balancing the rights and duties of the individual in decision-making is an area that inevitably involves professionals caring for the elderly. This Age Concern publication examines the law concerned with the 'vulnerable elderly'. Aspects of various relevant Acts are presented and criticized, highlighting many deficiencies in current legislation. One causing particular concern, given the rapid increase in private residential care, is the possible conflict of interest between the need for profit and residents' rights.
Compiled by Sally Greengross from the views of a wide-ranging committee of experts, this report concludes that there is a need for a unifying piece of legislation to promote the welfare of old people similar to the Child Care Act 1980.
Accepting many of the shortcomings of present legislation, I remain unconvinced that the 'vulnerable elderly' are indeed such a well defined group as to require specific protection that should anyway be available to all vulnerable members of society. The report raises many important issues which deserve widespread discussion. It is a pity that the layout of multiple numbered paragraphs, reading as if written by a committee, makes it such an indigestible volume. -9063-3458-7 London: Martin Dunitz 1986 This book, written by 5 consultants, is intended for the general practitioner. Its aim is 'practical commonsense, not ivory tower perfection', but unfortunately, success in achieving this aim is patchy. Some chapters, on the diagnosis of abdominal pain, the irritable bowel syndrome, and the management of peptic ulcer, largely fulfil the aim of explaining gastroenterology in relation to general practice. However, in some other chapters, it is noticeable how difficult it is for these hospital-based authors to transfer their perspective to that of primary care. For example, the molecular structure of ranitidine is of limited value in the surgery, and the family doctor's major concern with hepatitis B, i.e. how to cope with acute infections and the chronic carrier in the community, is largely ignored.
Perhaps other volumes in this series should co-opt a general practitioner to the editorial board. H J HODGSON Senior Lecturer in Medicine Royal Postgraduate Medical School, London
